
Te Raekura - Redcliffs School
Ngā taonga tuku iho nō ngā tupuna - Treasures handed down by our ancestors



Ka titia te rae me te kura
He tohu raekura
Adorn your head with precious feathers
As symbols of knowledge and excellence

Some history of the area

Raekura Redcliffs is one of the most culturally significant sites in…. 

Te Raekura are committed to ensuring the integration of the rich cultural narrative pertaining to our school 
site and the significance of the whenua (landscape). 
What do I see, hear and feel when I enter Te Raekura that sends the message “we value and will celebrate 
your culture?”

The first settlers - tangata whenua
Redcliffs has been home to people for around 700 years. In the 14th century large groups of Māori, initially 
the Waitaha people and then the Ngāti Māmoe tribe, settled there. Ngāi Tahu displaced Ngāti Māmoe in the 
17th century and were still living in the area when the first Europeans began to arrive. The Māori name for 
Redcliffs is Te Rae Kura, which means “red, glowing headlands”. This name comes from the red volcanic 
rock in the area. There are a number of caves in the area in which artifacts and bones have been found. The 
largest of these, now known as Moa Bone Point Cave (or simply Moa Cave)—Te Ana o Hineraki in 
Māori—was inhabited by early moa hunters, and later by shellfish gatherers presumed to be Waitaha.



         Te Raekura’s Cultural Narrative

Our Cultural Narrative describes what is unique about the place and people Te Raekura is a part of. It recognises the histories of and 
by mana whenua (tribes who have territorial authority over land), their sacred places, their interactions with the land and their ways of 
being as a people. It helps to build a common understanding of their values, their heritage and their traditional and spiritual connections 
to the land and the environment. 

Where learners are able to make connections to where they live, when they create links to significant events, people and the land, they 
develop a sense that they are part of a larger story. They help learners examine knowledge, issues and events from where their feet 
stand first, in their local environment. (Core Education)

The Native School Act of 1867 established an English only secular village primary schools which were charged to assimilate Māori into 
Pākehā society. Over time this led to a loss of language, culture and identity. It is the role of education to reverse this legacy. 
“It is not a privilege to be connected to the place you go each day. It is a right! Kids deserve to go to school and know they are home. If 
someone stood in your school, how would they know they were in a school in Aotearoa? How are we enabling our children to be 
Māori? What would we hear, see and feel that sends the message, “We value and will celebrate your culture here?” (Janelle 
Riki-Waaka)

Te Raekura are committed to ensuring the integration of the rich cultural narrative pertaining to our school site and the significance of 
the whenua (landscape). We…..



Why our naming and history of site is important - talk about 
Noticeable outcomes

Increased sense of ownership/belonging 
• ‘Names are relevant and real’ 
• ‘Names come to life’ 
• ‘We are connected to our place’ 
• ‘We understand the flora and fauna of our area’ 
• Growth of cultural understanding and competency (understand the cultural significance of place) 
• Culturally located curriculum – PBE becomes real 
• Environment reflective of Māori language and culture

Kaupapa / Philosophy

 “A partnership that is culturally inclusive in school naming, building design, and which includes storying 
(or narratives) of historical occupation, place, flora and fauna from a mana whenua perspective 
demonstrates a positive move towards maintaining the partnership principles of the Treaty of Waitangi 
and in turn reflects authentic new learning and culturally inclusive environments post-earth quake. ‘What 
is this place and what happened in this place’…Benefits will include a developing measure of 
responsiveness to first a bi-cultural partnership and will assist us to become culturally competent and 
confident. The storying for the schools lies within place and is endowed within the landscape. Within the 
landscape there are the key components which are encapsulated within the histories of mana whenua. 
Many of the…stories have evolved within the landscape over long spans of inhabitation by whanau, hapū 
and iwi-Māori…” (Cultural Narrative Documents)



Tūrangawaewae - Our Standing Place       

 



Tūrangawaewae - Our Standing Place       

ā

 



                   Sites of Significance

Te Raekura are committed to ensuring the integration of the rich cultural narrative pertaining to our school site and 
the significance of the whenua (landscape). 
Particular sites of significance are:
Te Raekura (Redcliffs). This is the name for the prominent reddish coloured cliffs located by Te Ihutai (the 
Avon-Heathcote Estuary). The area is characterised by rocky, hilly geography that has many natural caves.
Te Ihutai (the Avon-Heathcote Estuary) - This was a place of settlement as well as providing a range of food 
resources such as pātiki (flounder),tuna (eels) and pipi. 
Te-Ana-o-Hineraki (Moa Bone Point Cave) - This cave has high cultural and spiritual significance for its 
importance to Mana Whenua, for the manner in which it illustrates past ways of the life of Māori, for the period it 
was inhabited, and what this can demonstrate about early Māori society in the region (Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke). It 
provided shelter to the earliest people who arrived in Aotearoa and also served as a safe storage place for many 
valuable treasures.
Tamahika (Redcliffs Mudflats) - Tamahika are the mudflats at Te Ihutai (the Avon-Heathcote Estuary)
Waipātiki (The outlet of the stream) - Te Awakura that once ran through  the valley lying east of the long spur 
running north from Tauhinukirokio (Mount Pleasant), terminating at Te-Ana-o-Hineraki (Moa Bone Point Cave). 
Wai is water and pātiki is the Māori word for flounder which were prominent throughout the estuary.
Rapanui (Shag Rock) - A sea stack that once stood at the entrance of Te Ihutai before being halved in size by the 
2011 earthquake. Rapanui was a guiding stone for those entering the estuary, which pre Pākehā times, was rich in 
birdlife, shellfish, harakeke (flax), flatfish and tuna (eels).



Our cultural narrative is reflected in our spaces and buildings

By utilising the following 5 ideas, the design creates a meaningful and authentic 
environment that connects learners, staff and community with the school and the school 
site’s cultural and ecological history, and wider environment. This then creates a sense of 
whakahī (pride) for the school and creates a sense of belonging for the learners, staff and 
wider community utilising the school.

1. ARA TAWHITO - THE PATH FROM TE IHUTAI TO TE ANA-O-HINERAKI
The ‘cave of light’ eroding through the concrete ‘red rock’ mass, serves as an entry to the 
school and a viewshaft to the estuary. This idea connects the school with two iconic 
elements of the site’s rich cultural history.
2. E TU TE KURA - OCCUPYING THE HIGH GROUND
The site constraints suggest a greater intensity of development along Main Rd, which 
responds to the dramatic environment of cliffs and cave opposite, whilst looking out to the 
estuary.
3. NGA WHARE WAKA - ELEVATED TEACHING SPACES AS BOATSHEDS AND 
RAMPS
The boatsheds and ramps sit lightly on the park whilst connecting the school to both its 
coastal environment and the ‘high ground’.
4. WHAKARURUHAU - PROTECTION FROM THE EASTERLY
The spatial arrangement creates at its centre a sheltered heart to protect and nurture 
occupants from the cold north-easterly wind.
5. TE WHENUA TOI - ACTIVATED LANDSCAPE FOR PLAY AND LEARNING ACROSS 
AND UNDER
The layered landscape creates multiple diverse and unexpected playscapes and 
opportunities to engage with the site.



Culturally Responsive design and naming of spaces
CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE DESIGN
Redcliffs School prioritises recognition of 
its proud local history and cultural 
diversity. The design
references these unique elements to 
provide an environment that promotes a 
sense of community and
belonging for all, and responds to the 7 Te 
Aranga Principles:
1. Mana Rangatiratanga: Authority
2. Whakapapa: Names and Naming
3. Taiao: The Natural Environment
4. Mauri Tu: Environmental Health
5. Mahi Toi: Creative Expression
6. Tohu: The Wider Cultural Landscape
7. Ahi Ka: The Living Presence



Our Space Names
ū ū ā ā ūā ā

Te Awa - (ILE 1) Meaning chanel, landing place for waka, river, stream, creek, canal, gully, gorge, grove, furrow

Te Urunga - (ILE 2) Meaning landing place, place of arrival, moor (waka) at its berth. Act of entering, rudder, stee
ring paddle, navigator, pillow

Te Ana - (ILE 3) Meaning ‘The Cave’. Pays homage to Te Ana o Hineraki (Moa Bone Point Cave) without using a tipuna name.

Waipātiki - (ILE 4) Meaning the outlet of the stream. Pays homage to nearby site. W

Tamahika - (ILE 5)Redcliffs Mudflats. Pays homage to nearby site.
 
Te Mauri - (Administration block) Refers to rock findings that come are from all over the country / various iwi demonstrates the 
coming together of lots of people from all kinds of areas in this space and leaving things behind (leaving a part of their mauri 
behind in the landscape).

Kurapae - (Library) Treasure found accidently – reference to the excavations and findings in and around the site and treasures 
kept in caves.

Matanui (Hall, Gathering space) - To be lying towards the rising sun, facing east, to be coarse-grained (of rock)

Pākuru (Music rooms) - To knock, make a knocking noise, sing a chant sung to an accompaniment played on two sticks; striking (of an 
instrument); stone hammer (like those used to ground pounamu into fish hooks, hammer stones and spears). 

Tūāpapa (Terrace) - The Flat Rock

Wharau (Shed) - Caretakers shed



Linking our Tūrangawaewae to our Vision and Values 

 

 

Goal 1: Ako - Learn

Confident, Resilient, 
Collaborative, Adaptable, Positive & 

Happy in our learning

Goal 2: Tipu - Grow

Communicating and Connecting with 
local and global communities. Motivated 

and engaged through authentic 
contexts. Globally aware, culturally 

responsive.

Goal 3: Puawai - Flourish

Adaptable, Digitally Fluent Learning Anytime, 
Anywhere in Flexible Spaces, 

Local and Global



Linking our Tūrangawaewae to our Vision and Values

Manaakitanga - Demonstrating kindness, hospitality, respect and humanity

Matatū - Resilience - Keeping on trying, use mistakes as motivation, bouncing 
back

Angitū - Excellence - Striving to improve, believing we can and never giving up

Rangitiratanga - Responsibility - Using initiative, solving problems, managing 
ourselves

Discuss at staff meeting - How are these linked to our Tūrangawaewae?

 



Nau Mai Rā - 
Our Place, 

Our Space??

● How do we learn here?
● How do we learn together?
● Te Whare Tapa Wha
● Nau Mai Rā: How will people feel 

welcomed?  How will they know where to 
go?

● What will our community need to know?
● How do we take care of new people to our 

school?  Juniors?  Mentors?
● How do we honour the past? And ...
● How will we involve the wider community?



                Te Raekura 
                Redcliffs School

Nau Mai Rā - Welcome Home
Understanding and honouring the past in the present



Team Rangi

Nau Mai Rā: How can we  honour the past?

ā



Wiki Tahi
Questions

● What do we know about the history of the 
Te Raekura area? - Waves of settlement

● What does Te Raekura mean in English?
● Who were the first settlers to this place?
● Where did they come from?
● Why did they come?
● Why did they choose Te Raekura?
● What were their main sources of kai?
● Where did they shelter / live?
● How can we honour the past and show 

respect to these …. in our kura

Learning Experiences / Sequence

1. Read the following articles and take notes 
and answer questions using the template 
that is in your topic folder. Readings and 
information explaining history of Te Raekura

2. Present a poster / pamphet / slideshow 
with your findings. Include pictures and 
sources of information you used.

3. They were the first people here. We are 
the kaitiaki - Guardians - looking after it ??

4. Talk about place names / classrooms / Te 
Raekura first on our crest and signage. 
Should this be Week 2??

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gs1jTSTTCebUPe3I4OuVHEYLkyU40FsPlJUs7eX6F9o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gs1jTSTTCebUPe3I4OuVHEYLkyU40FsPlJUs7eX6F9o/edit


Wiki Rua
Questions

● What is Tikanga and why is it important?
● What is tikanga around: food, on the 

marae, going into people’s homes, 
blessings, mihi whakatau and powhiri, 
pepeha 

● Mahinga kai? What is this? Why is it 
important?

● What do we do at Te Raekura to ensure 
we are adhering to tikanga and …

●

Learning experiences / Sequence

1. Tikanga is a Māori concept with a wide 
range of meanings namely custom and 
culture. It is the “Māori way of doing things 
and is derived from the Māori word tika 
meaning right or correct. Read this 
information and then draw comparisons 
between Māori tikanga and that of your 
own culture???



Wiki Toru
Questions

● Want to talk about us being the guardians 
of our 

Learning experiences / Sequence





Useful websites
History of Redcliffs

Te Ana o Hineraki - Moa Bone Point Cave

History of the estuary part 1

History of the estuary part 2

History of the estuary part 3

Cultural-Values-Raekura-Redcliffs-School-site-and-Redcliffs-Park.pdf

Mahinga-kai

https://redcliffs.org.nz/about-redcliffs/
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-BuiMoaH-t1-body-d0-d2-d1-d1.html
https://www.ccp.org.nz/latest-news/2018/5/7/history-of-the-estuary-part-one
https://www.ccp.org.nz/latest-news/2018/5/8/history-of-the-estuary-part-two
https://www.ccp.org.nz/latest-news/2018/5/8/history-of-the-estuary-part-three
http://shapingeducation.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Cultural-Values-Raekura-Redcliffs-School-site-and-Redcliffs-Park.pdf
https://www.ecan.govt.nz/your-region/your-environment/our-natural-environment/mahinga-kai/

